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18th February 2013 - News release

COGANE FAILS CLINICAL TRIALS FOR PARKINSON'S DISEASE

Phytopharm announced the results of the Phase II, randomised, double blind, placebo
controlled, dose-ranging trial of Cogane in unmedicated patients with early-stage Parkinson’s
Disease. Cogane was found to have no beneficial effects at all on Parkinson's Disease
symptoms. For more information go to the News release : 

http://www.phytopharm.co.uk/images/stories/Rel_190_Final_130117.pdf

Cogane, which can be taken orally, readily crosses the blood-brain barrier and has been
shown to stimulate the release of GDNF. GDNF can indirectly stimulate the formation of
dopamine, the substance whose insufficiency causes Parkinson's Disease.  However, GDNF
deficiency has never been shown to be the cause of Parkinson's Disease. Previous studies
claiming efficacy for Cogane in Parkinson's Disease were only carried out in Macaque
monkeys who did not actually have Parkinson's Disease. 
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