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THE EFFECT OF DEEP BRAIN STIMULATION ON PARKINSON'S DISEASE
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Researchers assessed the effect of Deep Brain Stimulation (DBS) on the different types of
symptoms experienced in Parkinson's Disease. Deep Brain Stimulation  (DBS) involves the
use of electrodes that are implanted into the brain and connected to a small electrical device
called a pulse generator that can be externally programmed. DBS requires careful
programming of the stimulator device. For more information go to Deep brain stimulation :
http://www.ninds.nih.gov/disorders/deep_brain_stimulation/deep_brain_stimulation.htm

The major Parkinson's Disease symptom score (the Unified Parkinson's Disease Rating
Scale) decreased by 70%. Patient condition improved according to the Hoehn-Yahr scale,
approximately by two stages. Twelve hours after the withdrawal of Parkinson's Disease drugs
execution of daily activity improved by 57% and motor functions developed by 79%.
Duration of dyskinesias decreased by 62%. Duration of akinesia (loss of movement)
diminished by 87%. Quality of life rose by 41%. Neuropsychological tests detected
improvement in verbal memory. The dosage of Parkinson's Disease drugs could be reduced
by 63% after the operation had been completed.

They concluded that, with Deep Brain Stimulation and by careful patient selection, the
dosage of Parkinson's Disease drugs could be significantly reduced with considerable
improvements in motor function and quality of life.
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